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!v»f K^r ound 

!>uriug tli e Bogota Fair last F'uL). both Chechoslovakia arid East 
•>; many, through their elaborate. made a strong bid for 

e <mn p-d eotutaercial relations with Colombia. At that 'time the local 
•i nh i.ajti prt->=.r carried numerous reports of Czech offers to purchase 
\f\ • quantities of Colombian products (specifically coffer) and in 
x - 1 uro. t-o seLl heavy industrial equipment including complete Indus- 
trtsi lnstullailous to Colombia. The most prominent of these was an 
.tier to construct a large factory to manufacture the Skoda line of 
n i>- 'biles . tractors and trucks. The equipment and tecJinlcal 
-toxi-taucc tor tills factory were t ., M e supplied by the Czechs on 
.r --*ii t term-. Tills offer appareoly lid not materialize. 


In January 1957, the semiofficial Colombian Coffee Federation and 
n Czech trading firm signed a one year trade agreement involving the 
• x h«oge of C.-lvnibian coffee for Czech agricultural and industrial 
-q Dpnient of unspecified value, it 1> estimated that thej/alue of the 
' to be Txrhaj^e^ ‘will be about $2 mi.llion. 


requ irements 


Any information on the following questions would be of particular 


1. Do recent Czech offers of industrial installations represent 
serious offers or are they simply prop a ga nd a gestures? 

2 C Are any Czech offers of industrial installations being 

considered by Colombia? Which ones? What is the status of 
the Skoda factory offer? 

j* Have long-term credits been offered in connection with Czech 
offers? What terms? 

4. Are Czech goods well received In Colnrible? Are Czech prices 
competitive? High? Low? 

5. Are the Czechs interested in increasing their purchases of 
Colombian coffee? At what prices? 
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